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D DI Cc aA Tn 
TO HIS GRACE 


THE DUKE OF DORSET. © 


AMIDST the poliſh'd times of LaTium's ſtate, 

When on the Throne the ſecond CæsAR fate, 

The finish d arts their graceful toil ſupplied, 

And cheriſh'd ſcience pour'd its fertile tide 

The Muſes, call'd from their ſequeſter'd bow'rs, 

On the charm'd heart diſplay'd their magic pow'rs, 
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And modeſt worth, while great Mzcznas ſway'd, 
Still found his fav'ring {mile Fa gen'rous aid. 
"Tis thine, my Lord, by true diſtinction grac'd, 


Unbias'd judgment and unerring taſte, 


As by allow'd, hereditary claim, | 


To emulate the courtly Roman's fame, 


And o'er a fairer and a greater land 15 
Extend thy genial care and foſt'ring hand. 

Sprung from that noble and diſtinguiſh'd line 
Which deck'd with choiceſt wreaths the muſc's ſhrine, 
With pureſt off rings bade their altars blaze, 

And joimd the hero's'to the poet's praiſe; 
Still, by preſcriptive right, a Beli name 
Shields the young muſe, and aids th aſpiring flame, 


I . And 
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And o'er W road unqueſtion'd fways, 
Adorn'd and ſhelter'd by its parent bays. 

To thee, with ev'ry kind ſenſation bleft, 
Which ſoftens and refines the human breaſt, 
Prompts thee Wenning merk to defend, 
And ready aid to ev'ry ſorrow lend; 

ls due the tributary verſe, that ſhews 

The period of an injur'd nation's woes; 


Beneath a gracious MoxARCH's guardian ſway, 


How glorious Freedom pour'd her cheering ray, 


Till from th' oppreſſive light baſe rule retir'd, 
And Cruelty and lawleſs Pow's expir'd. 

T was in that hapleſs realm, ſo long oppreſt, 
That all thy various merit ſtood confeſt, 


And 


rn 


Cw J 
And ſhew'd how juſtly thy diſcerning land 
Conſign'd her honour to thy guiding band. 
F bt not alone each firm and gen'rous aim, 
To fix thy country's rights and guard her fame, 
The pow'rs which jealous paſſions could aſſuage, 


Whilſt warring parties ſpread their horrid rage ; 


But each fair act by virtuous worth inſpir d, 


And manners which a poliſh'd land admir'd, 
Shall to a DorseT's valued mem ry raiſe - 


The laſting tribute of a nation's praiſe. 
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WUILST Oer the wide extent of human life, 
The buſy ſcenes of ſublunary ſtrife, 

Purſuits ſo various toiling man engage, 
(The ** paſſions of this mortal ſtage) 


* A conſiderable part of this Poem was written at Paris ſhortly after the 
great events which took place there in July, 1789, and which are likely to 
produce ſo material a change in the Conſtitution of France, 
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Whilit Europe now ſuch awful views ſupplies, 5 


And objects which involve the world ariſe, 


As int'reſt ſways each changing pow'r employ, 


Some form'd to ſave, and others to deſtroy ; 
Say can the muſe a fitter ſubject find, 


Or more congenial to th' enquiring mind, 10 


Than of the human will to mark the force, 


And trace its diff rent actions to their ſource ; 


Learn by what means, which Fate or Chance ſupplies, 


Great empires fall, and petty nations riſe, 
And from the wide ſurvey (with uſeful 8 5 15 
Still prize more dearly our paternal ſoil ? 
O PAK whoſe hand a willing _ obeys, 
Whoſe wiſdom guides us, and whoſe . raiſe, | 


Whoſe 


(3) 


Whoſe zeal, ſtill active and unbiaſs'd ſhewn, 


Gives added ſtrength and luſtre to the Throne; 
Wilt thou, O PitT, whilſt the ambitious muſe 
With daring flight her arduous courſe purſues, 


Compares the glorious plans thy pow'rs ſuſtain 


With the falſe maxims of deſpotic reign ; 
Aid and encourage her advent'rous aim, 6-46 
To hail the triumphs of thy ſplendid name, 
With bolder voice th' inſpiring theme to raiſe, 
And mix her humble wreath with thy immortal bays ? 

See hapleſs Gavr,, o'er whoſe luxuriant plains, 
With laviſh grace, indulgent Nature reigns, 30 
Where, warm' d WR faireſt ſuns, her harveſt ſprings, 
Where ev'ry breeze brings healing on its wie 8 
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Long has her wretched race, deny'd to ſhare 


The bleſſings Heav'n deſign'd as free as air, 

Been doom'd to groan beneath Oppreſſion's reign, 
Without the poor permiſſion to complain 

To ſee the wealth, the good that all purſue, 

Giv'n to a tyrant and a worthleſs few, 

Who know not Heaven's beſt favours to employ, ' 
Or taſte a manly, or an honeſt joy. 


With pomp encircled, and unwieldy ſtate, 


And all the idle pageants of the great, 


Their harden'd minds the vaſſal train deſpiſe, 


Whoſe tgils afford the means to make them riſe : 


On thoſe deſtructive views intent alone, 


To draw more ſervile ſuppliants round the Throne, 


35 


is 


Still 


8 
still wider ſpread a plann'd, deſpotic reign, 
And bind with ſtronger links Oppreſſion's chain, 
A people dpom'd to fo ſevere a ſtate 
Soon loſe all vigour to oppoſe their fate: 50 
In vain for them the happieſt ſeaſons ſhine, 
Mature the grain, and load the glowing vine, 
In vain for them the fertile globe 1s dreſt, 
No future proſpect cheers their careleſs breaſt. 
Vnbleſt and unconcern'd, midſt Plenty's ſtore, 55 
And in the gay profuſion doubly poor. 
But, ſuch che caſt which habit gives the mind, 
See it to theſe collective ills reſign'd, 
Thoughtleſs and gay (where thought ſtill wad the more, 
And wakes the anguiſh fruitleſs to deplore) - 60 
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It learns at laſt to trifle with its care, 


And gains factitious calm from fix'd deſpair. 


Yet are there periods ſeen in ev'ry age, 


When wrongs can rouze e'en mildneſs into rage, 


Its load inur'd ſubmiſſion learn to feel, 66 


And Slav'ry's ſelf be fir'd with patriot zeal. 


such was the time pale GarLia lately ſaw, 


When pow'r and martial force had ceas'd to awe; 


When a firm, choſen band, whoſe honour'd name 

Shall live immortal in the rolls of kürte, „ 70 
Greatly reſolv d to break Oppreſſion's ties, 

And teach an injur'd people how to riſe, 


To deſpot rule no longer bend the knee, 


But ſeize the rights of mankind, and be free. 


TH. Bleft 
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Bleſt Liberty! whoſe all- pervading ray 
e the wild, and brighter makes the day, 
Which late with ſuch ſuperior luſtre ſhone, 
Pour'd with too fierce a light upon the Throne, 
Of lawleſs pow'r diſclos'd the falſe diſguiſe, 
And blaz'd conviction in a nation's eyes. N 

Such is the fate avenging Heaven ordains, 
When tyrant force the free · born mind enchains: 
Thus from its glory fell imperial Rome, 
And far-fam'd Greece receiv'd its deſtin'd doom. 
Corrupted empire, and perverted ſway, 
Have ever haſten'd to their own decay; 
Een at the very baſe by which they riſe, 


(Auſpicious fraud) the ſecret ruin lies, 


75 


389 


By gradual ſap i impairs the mould ring walls, 


Till ſwift to earth th' unſteady fabric falls. 90 


And here let mem'ry tell in grateful ſtrains 


How a brave people burſt their galling chains; 


Review thoſe awful ſcenes, whoſe honeſt rage 


Bade ev'ry gen'rous breaſt its pow'rs engage 


Spread wide th inſtinctive heat, that could inſpire 95 
In drooping age a more than yeuthful fire; 
In the great cauſe male female ſoftneſs ſtand, 


| And nerve reſiſileſs _ patrfcit hand. 


When n * , dooui'd-o-yield his forfait-aregths,. FiO 


And PRs — death, 100 


* Le Marquis de 3 1 of the Baſtile. 


+ Monſieur de Foulon was the perſon who, immediately « on Mr. Necker's 8 
temoval, was named his ſucceſſor. —To this circumſtance, and to the propa- 
ion of reports highly injurious to his character (whether well or ill founded, 
cannot here be aſcertained), may be attributed his cataſtrophe. 


I | Pierc'd 


pt 969 90 

Pierc'd by unnumber'd i BERTHIER * fell, 
. hat force could then the human ſtorm repel ? 
How did the muſe behold, with joyful dread, 

Oer tyrant pow'r the beauteous | rule ſpread, : 

And from the waſte, bleſt by auſpicious ſkies, Io; 
With glorious pomp aſpiring Freedom riſe ! | 

Here: too, while Civil Rage and Tumult ſtorurd, 

And dark Suſpicion groundleſs terrors form'd, 

For pure, recorded worth, let DoxsET's name 

Wake in each Britiſh breaſt a grateful flame. 110 
Twas his with manly confidence to ſtand, 
And guard the honour of his native land. 
The Imndant of Paris, wt bak to . Foulon's daughter, be- 
came an object of ſuſpicion, from the contents of ſome papers, which induced 


the people to conſider him an enemy to their intereſts, 
[2 With 


E 

With honeſt warmth refute th' imputed blame, 
And nobly vindicate his injur'd fame. 

Is this the fair return by GALLIA ſhewn, 115 
When gen'rous AL Bon ſpar'd her tott'ring Throne— 
| To charge with any baſe, inſidious part, 
The cleareſt honour and the juſteſt heart; 
In her own Court long known, and long approv'd, 
Whom party truſted, and a people lov'd; 120 
Who, when pale famine ſunk the drooping land, 
Diffus'd his baunty with no ſparing wal, 
Spread wide his hoſpitable gates, 05 gave 


5 


The ready means to cheriſh and to ſave; 


And bade the world this truth eternal know, 125 


BRITAIN ne'er tramples on a proſtrate foe ? 


LO! 


611 


Lo! that dread PIEE L which late triumphant ſtood, 


And frown'd terrific on the neighb'ring flood, 


From which blank Terror turn'd the guarded eye, 

And the pale ſtranger paſs'd in ſilence by; | 130 
Fol M proud height behold it now o'erturn'd, 

Its turrets levell'd, and its ramparts burn'd, 

The ſecrets of its dark abyſs diſclos'd, 

And the baſe marks of barb'rous Pow'r expos'd. | 


In thoſe damp, diſmal dungeons, fee conſign'd 135 


To laſting durance, the benighted mind, 


Without one ray of light to cheer the gloom, 


Ve, 


One ray of hope to mitigate the doom. 


* The Baſtille. This aſtoniſhing fortreſs, the building of which was begun 

in 1369, and completed in 1383, originally intended as a place of defence, and 
deemed impregnable by. Louis XIV. and the celebrated Turenne, was taken in 

four hours by a body of the people and a ſmall number of the French Guards. 
C2 Here 
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A 
Here on the mournful walls 1 are ſhewn 
| The ceaſeleſs plaint and unavailing moan, e 
The long, ſad journal of each wretched wn 
Till memory at laſt forgot its pow'r, 
On ſuch keen woe a kind oblivion ſhed, 
And a deep blank o'er baniſh'd reaſon ſpread. 
No longer Heavn delays its vengeful ire, Y 145 
But bids it with a nation's rage conſpire, 
And haſtens on the memorable day 
To blaſt this monument of tyrant ſway. 
When civil fury tols'd the flaming brand, 
A powr 1 e lent its guiding hand, 3 i 50 
With rage directed, ſhed the treaſur'd ſtore, 
And taught th' o'erwhelming tempeſt how to pour. 


Sunk 


63 
Sunk with the fate of theſe devoted walls 
The ancient, boaſted pride of Bourbon falls, 
And the long ſplendors of its ſovereign name : 155 
Loſt in the brighter blaze of patriot fame. 
On this fam'd ſpot, by grateful mem'ry plann'd, 
Let Liberty's immortal Temple ſtand ; 
The ſacred Pile ſhall firing Heav'n ſecure, 
And bid unhurt thro' lateſt times endure. 5 160 
On the proud front, engrav'd on Parian ſtone, 
In golden, laſting characters be ſhnewn 
The deathleſs names of that intrepid band 
Who fix d the glory of their native land. 
There pure CHAPELLIER'S uncorrupted part, 165 
 SIEYES' firm faith and RABA UD's blameleſs heart, 


BAILLI, 


t 

Barr.r.r, 50M in Fate's moſt trying hour, 
CLzxmont's true worth, and TarGEr's magic pow'r *; 
With each heroic chief who nobly roſe 

To ſtem the torrent of domeſtic foes, n 170 
Shall ſtand confeſt with all their various praiſe, 

And o'er the fabric ſhed their guardian rays. 

Round the fair dome let each gay image riſe, 

Each ſculptur'd grace to glad a nation's eyes, 

: As marks on ev'ry free-born heart engrav'd, 175 
And fix'd memorials of an empire ſav'd. 

Thus, whilſt with ſudden rage the tempeſts roar, 


And the charg'd clouds their watry deluge pour, 

* To the ſterling abilities, ſpirit, and perſeverance of theſe illuſtrious cha- 
racters, France, in a great meaſure, owes its revolution. It muſt be a pleaſing 
reflection to every liberal mind, that the names of Rabaud de St. Etienne, and 
PAbbe de Sieyes, men of oppoſite perſuaſions, and paſtors of different churches, 


ſhould, laying aſide ancient and ungenerous prejudices, unite in the glorious 
cauſe of Liberty. 1 


Rais'd 


Be), 

Rais'd by the glorious ruler of the day, 
See the rich bow its painted form diſplay, 180 
And to a glad and grateful world 3 ; 
The pledge wad promiſe of celeſtial care. 

Yet, faithful ſtill to Truth's reſiſtleſs claim, 
Shall future ages cheriſh Lours' name, 
And round his tomb bid fairer laurels grow 185 
Than all the pride of empire could beſtow. 
Twas his beneath his guardian reign, to ſee 
The glorious proſpect of a country free, 
| To ſee, when civil rage the ſtandard rear'd, 
His perſon ſacred, and his worth rever'd; 190 
Still to a people's fond preſages true, 
To meet with gen'rous truſt their anxious view, 


| And, 


( a6) 
And, ſcornin g guarded pomp and falſe parade, 
By no unmanly, doubtful fears diſmay'd, 
Rouz'd by the gen' ral and inſtinctive call, | 195 
To bid the mound of old oppreſſion fal; 
And thus, confirming all their wiſhes, prove 
His firmeſt ſafeguard in a nation's love *. 
So when aſſernbled Greece on th” ibalan plain, 
In feſtal pomp pour'd her united train, {ED 200 
Flaminius' voice pronounc'd the great decree, 
That made at once aſtoniſn'd thouſands free, 
And ſhew'd imperial Rome more truly great 
Than I her higheſt, moſt victorious ſtate, - 
* Monſ, Bailli; on the King's entry into Paris, preſented his Mzjelty with 
the keys of the city, and addreſſed him in theſe words: < Sire, ce ſont les 


memes clefs qui furent prẽſentẽs a Henri IV. II vint conquerir fon peuple, au- 
jourd'hui c'eſt le peuple qui reconquit ſon Roi.“ 
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To Albion now, 0 Prtr, direct thine eyes, 20g 
Where Freedom reigns, and arts and commerce rife, 
Plenty and Peace their brighteſt forms aſſume, 
Where, fenc'd by thee, the Britiſh laurels bloom, 
And round thy brows entwine their faireſt bays, 
Th' immortal tribute that a nation pays. 5 0 210 
As the lone tra w' ller from his native 58 
Who many « diſtant clime has journey'd o'er, 
Thro' frequent toll and num'rous Peril ball 
To his paternal plains returns at laſt; 


So from thoſe ſcenes, where warring pow'rs engage, 21 


. 


And civil fury pours its horrid rage, 

« 

Th' excurſive muſe impatient wings her way 
To where thy virtues ſpread their kindly ſway, 
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And in the gen'ral influence gladly ſhares, 
Which guards a mighty realm, and which the world 
reveres. | 220 

And here to all thy various merit true, 

(A theme till copious, and for ever new) 

Let faithful mem'ry in untutor'd verſe 

The blameleſs tenor of thy pow'r rehearſe, 

Rietrace the ſchemes thy active genius plann'd, 225 

To raiſe the glory of thy native land, 

And whilſt th unclouded proſpect it diſplays, 

Envy ſhall ſink in the collected blaze. 

Born with that great and comprehenſive mind, 

For ſtations of the higheſt truſt deſigu d, 230 

Pow'rs which thro' nature caſt their piercing view, 


Wiſdom to frame, and firmneſs to purſue; 


With 


cw) 

| With plans of ampleſt range a ſpirit fraught, 
The fire of action and the depth of thought, 
The patriot ardour and unbiaſs'd zeal 

| That glow unwearied for the public weal ; 
The native honour and unſpotted truth 
Which beam'd ſuch luſtre on thy early youth, 
With all that pure, hereditary 4 
Tranſmitted from a mighty parent's name; 
To what new point, ſay, could thy views aſpire, 
What fairer promiſe Britain's hopes require? 
Thy Sovereign ſaw at once, with guardian eyes, 
The means to make his people's glory riſe ; 
Midſt party ſtruggle and ſeditious rage, 

And all the ſchemes Ambition's train engage ; 


D 2 


C 2 

Thro' the n miſts which cloud the Throne, 
Saw with what native light thy virtues ſhone, 
And with decided, patriotic hand, 
Rais'd thee to govern and to bleſs the land. 250 

And ſay, tho' Party rage, and Faction rail, = 
In what our promis d hopes are ſeen to fail ? 
When Heav'n to thy auſpicious influence gave 
A mighty people to protect and ſave ; | 
They grateful ſaw, with fond, preſaging eyes, 255 
The image of thy father's virtues riſe, 
Beheld thee, led by their directing light, 
Still keep the fair example full in ſight, 
And ſtrive, by ev'ry great and gen'rous aim, 


To emulate their fav'rite CHAT HAM's fame. | 260 


(220 
No private view in ſpecious ſemblance dreſt, 
Urg'd the fair purpoſe of thy ſtedfaſt breaſt ; 


But when thy country claim'd thy wanted aid, 
You the inſtinctive call at once obey'd, 
And ſhew'd an union we ſo rarely find, p 265 
The calm, firm ſenſe of age, with youthful fire combin'd. 
| Reſtor'd and ſhelter d by thy foſt' ring care, 
See Credit riſe and Induſtry appear, 
The cheriſh d Arts their graceful toil reſume, 
Fair Science lift the head, and Genius bloom; 270 
Lo! buſy Commerce to our crowded ſhores 
Wafts the rich tribute of its various ſtores 4 
n behold Britannia's ſpirit riſe, 
Whilſt round th' oppoſing world her chunder flies. 
1 | Could 
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Could our moſt ſanguine wiſhes more demand ? 275 
Are theſe the bleſſings of a common hand? 
The plan, ſo long eſſay'd, at once matur'd, 
By which a nation's honour is ſecur'd; 
Her num'rous debts by juſt degrees diſcharg'd, 
And gen'ral truſt and confidence enlarg'd, 2280 
Whilſt ev'ry hour hs lib'ral hehe Wage bees 
And Public Faith with added ſafety moves: 
The idle wealth of bende ſo long deplord, 
Back to its former, proper bounds reſtor d, 
And what with force reſiſtleſs ſtrikes the breaſt, 285 
A 8 happy, and an ExrinE bleſt. 
And here remembrance ſtill nopnins iris dread, 
Late o'er Britannia's trembling empire ſpread, 


When 


e 

When for her Monarch's fate, ſo long deplor'd, 
The ardent pray r a ſuppliant people pour'd ; 
When baffled art in deep deſpair retir'd, | 
And human firmneſs fail'd, and hope expir'd. 
Till Heav'n, in pity to a chaſten'd land, 
Diſplay'd its guardian, interpoſing hand, 
And ſpar'd the life, whoſe worth was ſadly ſhewn, 
And all the value of the bleſſing known. 

And ſay, 440 pureſt kind 
Muſt fill a happy Monarch's grateful mind, 

To learn, attendant on his dreaded fate, 
What gen' ral horror ſeiz'd his drooping ſtate, - 
To hear, his ſupplicated life reſtor d, 


The ſtream of univerſal rapture. pour'd, 


295 


And. 


(44) 
And thronging thouſands fell th exiting firain, 
To hail his auh and more glorious reign. 
IT was at this trying and important hour, 30g 
When veering party chang d with changing pow” , 
When all but ſteady faith forſook the Throne, 
That the full luſtre of thy virtues ſhone; "og 


Nobly diſdaining each ambitious view, 


And to thy Country and thy Sovereign true, 310 
On the deep gloom their cheering radiance pourd, 
Till happineſs and Bxunswick were reſtor'd. 5 
80 when. conflicting winds detorm the js 
And the vex'd navies oer the ocean ſweep, 
The firm, directing pilot ſees from far, ot 8 | 37 5 


Rear'd on the riſing coaſt, the guiding ſtar ; 


( 
And whilſt around the raging billows roars 


Safe thro' ing tempeſts gains the ſhore. | 
And deign, O CHATHAM, from thoſe ſacred ſcenes 

Where now thy great, immortal ſpirit reigns, 320 

If ſtill allow'd to prove Britannia's friend, 

Propitious here thy ſaving aid to lend - 

Inſtruct thy flu to view with ſteady aim, 

As his directing ſtar, his father's fame; 

Like thee to make his country's glory ſoar = 325 

To that exalted height n before; 

With ſcorn of dan ger, and contempt of death, 

Preſerve theſe objects to his lateſt breath, 

Io guard the people's rights, protect the Thins, 


And on Britannia's fame to build his own. 330 
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